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Union of South Africa

9. Covernment to discuss minority »nroblem with India
and Fatistan

N

The nreliminary Indis-~Pakistan~South Africa conference
next month in Durban on the treatment of South Afriea's Indian
minority reflects nrinmarily the Imion's desire to build mullie
favor sbroad by observing the UNGA recormendation for such a
conference. But because the Union Government has no real
intention of affording its I:dian-Pakistani minority better
treatment except by renstristion, it is doubtful that the
sonferees will agree upon any constructive annroach to cue
nroblem upon which to base a subsecuent formal reeting. There
hags been some sneculation that Talistan and nerhans Tndis may
1ift their boycott of South Africa wrior to the conference
as the Union has sugyested, chiefly to obtain the cormercial
advantage of again ocxmorting jute bags to South Africs, bui

his »ossibility has becn publicly denied, according to a
Neuters revort, by o Pakistan Foreiyn Office snokesmar:,

TUITALD
10. Costello Covernment faces difficult tests in new
Daill session

Although there is a possibility of its breaking up
on some controversial issuc, particularly soecial welfars,
Prime inister Gostello's "inter-marty Government" will
nrobably survive the crucinl Parliarentary session com-
nencing 26 October. A return of De Valera would not be as
significant for domestic alfairs as for foreign affairs, vhere
Treland could then be exnected to be more isolationiet and
neutrality-minded. However, as the five narties and the
indenendent denuties sunporting the Government viere brought
together not by common pelicies and objectives but by cormon
opnosition to De Valera, it is in controversial dormestic
issues that the greatest dangers for the Coverrment lie., The
next Dail session will »robably be dominated by such issuss,
which a+e anpronriate for the Oprosition's f-vorite tactic
of attem~ting to exnloit the divergences that have inevitably
deveioned vithin the naradoxicsl coalition of Night end Teft.

The nost dengerous issuve from the Government's noint
of view is social welfare. The Lobor Party is deranding, ond
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has been nromised, a codification and expansion of social
«wlfare lepislation, but the conuerthive Minister for Finance
is ro esisting. In a background of an exrected rise in the cost
of ilVlng and renewed demancts for wage increases, the drive
for an exnanded social security nrogram has an especial
vrpencey. A faillure to mcvelop an acrentable program would
s~1it the corlition, and the Movernrent cannot rwch longer
nostnone waking its nronoscls. The odds are that it will
somehow manage to wgree on a nrogram accentable to 2ll of
its nresent sunnorters,
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1. iixed reaction to avsence of Communists in Storting %

The elinination of Communiqi “ror the Storting is
considered unf'ortunate by the lorwegian Prine Ilnl ter and
Foreipfn inister, vho Lelieve fhat the absence of this satety
Valve may drive the Corvwunists underground. The Sceretary

teneral of the Lavor ”arty, nowever, velcormes the election
r@sulﬁs on the grounds that they may hesten a schism because
cach faction will ULlame the other for the mnoor shoring.

The Cormmunisits have addressed a nemorandum to the ;

Storting Presicential Cormittee (commosed of vresent and g
past presidents of the ! torflng) charging them ith the |
resvonsibility for "<“uﬁ1nb renresentation o the annroxi- J
wtely 100,000 voters who supnorted the Coriminist candidatzs |
Tn,twtlratlon for this cdenand is based on the Arrarian rehve-
sentation of twelve seets for roushly the same total vote

~s recelived by the Comunists.,

There is certain to be increased nressure for revieion
of the electoral law which created such disnrovnortionate renre-
sontation and obviously favors the larper warti:s, but the
Comunists a5 vell as “he cther small ~arties cannot benetit
beiore the next election, in all »robauility Tour years hence.
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2s Tho 1113 bell the eaty

The minority Social Denweratic Covernnent averted an
immodiate marlianentary crisis by attaining, after prolonged
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CONFIDENQ on is only temno-

tou-te, a vote of convidence. The
rary, and peneral elechions mey yet be heWO, “for the Covern=-

ment's continuance in oi¥ice rests solely on the fact that
the majority of the “‘oderate Liberal Party, the strongest

onmosition narty, absfained from votins. The conbined votes
o1 the other opnosition narties (Fonservailve, Justice, and
Corrunist) were insufficient to unseat the povernment.

Although clearly unvilling at this moment fto unseat

tne Government and thus nrovoke a jcneral election, the

derate Tiberals can not afiord to reverse thelr present
0031tlon Dy piving full support to the Government.® Thelr

nosition is delicate since for the time being, at least,

they must continue to attack the Covernment but not so strongly

as to nrecinitate elections. Abstention fron the vote of

confidence vrs a sirateric retreat from a nolitically unten-

able position.

The Social Democratic Covernment, although it could

face an election with reasonable confirence that it would be
returned to office, does not at nresent wish to bear the
FBS“Oﬂ31b111fV for nrecipiteting an election knowing that

it would then be exnosed to the opmosition's cherges that it
had refused to wait until debotes on swecific legislative

nronosals had denonstrated whether a basis for continued co-

omeration cxisted.

To date, only the position of the Corrwunists in the
Rirscag an-ears to be clarified. TUntil early 1949 the Com-

minists suovnorted the Covern:ient on meot domestic issues,

on

and the Covernrent denended on Comunist votes, as well as
those of the Radieal Liberal Party, to assure its Rigsdag
majo-ity. Harly in 1940, however, the Commnists voted against

4 Fovern ent 11nance measire anc. since that time there has been

some speculation as to thelr future course of action., Their

vote a;ainst the Covernment in this instance seems to indicate
that 1n the future the Comamists will obstruet rather than

sunmort the Social BDemocratic Covernment. L

#* See NIB Vleekly I'o 38b, 10 October
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